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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

Claims 1-34 a« pending. Claims 1, 4-8, 1 1, 12, 17-21, 27 and 31 are amended 
and ttw claims 35-46 are added as shown below, The following listing of claims will replace all 
prior /ersions and listings of claims in this application. 

1. (Cuiiently Amended) A canxera a pparatus control system conyrising: 

a camera s^iparatus capable of being operated via a network in operation which is 
at lea st one of panning, tilting and zooming of the camera apparatus; and 

a manager, arranged to manage mimngiTi g monnfi for mnnagin g the operation on 
the bsisis of first and second management infonnation stored in a table where the first 
management information indicates limitation infomiation relating to the operation for each user 
and tlic second management tofoimation indicates whether or not the camera ^paratus is 
opera ted by a user, 

wherein said tttflnpgftr mflaa^Bg^adfiaas permits a user, who is not limited fi:om 
perfbrmmg operation via the network by the first management information, to operate the camera 
appai atufi and receive a current image acquired by the camera $5)paratus if the second 
management information indicates that the camera apparatus is not being operated by another 
user, 

and said manager sma^Bg^neans prohibits the user to operate the camera 
apparatus, and permits the user to have access to the camera apparatus for receiving a current 
imagi5 acquired by the camera apparatus if the second management information indicates that the 
camera apparatus is operated via the network by another user. 
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2. (Origiiial) Hie system according to claim 1, wherdn one of a first mode in 

which all operations of said camcia ^aratos is permitted, a second mode in which all the 
operanons are inhibited, and a third mode in which the operations are permitted within a 
predeiermined range can be set by the first management information for each user. 

3. (Original) The system according to claim 2, wherein a plurality of 

difler'^nt operation ranges can be set in the third mode. 

4. (Cunently Amended) The system according to claim 1, further 

comprising: 

a controller, arranged to control moano for oontrolUng an action of said camera 
apparatus and instructing said manager monagingm ems to enter or delete registration of said 
cameos qyparatus in or fiom the first management information; and 

an operation Hmiter flrrgneed to instmct Mmiting moono for inDtruoimg said 
manager managing m eros to update the limitation information of a camera apparatus to be 
contn)lled by said control m e ans controller , 

5. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 4, further 
r.riniprifiing[[:]]an operati ng section arranged to request moanp f or roquooting said control m e ans 
irontroller to permit an operation of said camera apparatus via said network in accordance with 
designation from a user and management by said managing means ma^aeer. 

6. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 5, wherein ^d 
open;.ting saetes section can obtain registration information indicating a registration state of a 
camera apparatus contained in the first management information via said networic, 

3/19 

8863^) vl 

PAGE 6/22 ' RCVD AT 12/10/2004 6:37:49 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:12124158701 ' DURATION iftimpm 



12/10^2004 13:37 F'AX 12124158701 



MORGAN & FINNEGAN 



121007/022 



PATENT Docket No. 1232^242US3 

Serial No. 09/894^33 

7. (CmTently Amended) The system accoiding to claim 6, wherdn sa^ 

operas ing section meaad can instract said manager monogingm ^^ via said network to change 
an acc ess. right of a user to a camera appaiutus registered in the registration information. 

8. (Currently Amended) A control method for a camera apparatus capable of 
being operated via a network, coiiq>rising the steps of: 

setting first limitation information for lin^itifig operation via the network of the 
cameiu apparatus for each user where the operation is at least one of paiming, tilting and 
zooming of the camera appamtus; 

setting second limitation information for indicating whether or not the camera 
apparatus is operated by a user; and 

managing the operation by a user who receives a current image acqxiired by the 
camet'a ^paratus on the basis of the set first and second limitation information, 

wherein in the m^^p^z step, one of the user, who is not limited &om performing 
operation via the network by the first limitation informatioiu can obtain pemiission to operate the 
camei'a apparatus and receive a current image acquired by the camera apparatus if the second 
UmitiLtion information indicates that the camera apparatus is not being operated by another user, 

and in the managing step, the one of the user can not obtain permission to operate 
ttie chimera apparatus and can obtain permission to have access to the camera apparatus for 
recei'/ing a current image acquired by the camera apparatus if the second management 
information indicates that the camera apparatus is operated via the network by Ae another user. 
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9. (Origizidl) The method according to claiin 8, further conqmsing the steps 

of: re«|uesting remote operation of the camera ^aratus via the netwoik in accordance with a 
designation from the user and the management inibnnation; and 

controliing an action of the camera qyparatus on the basis of the requested remote 
operaiion and the set first limitation infonnation. 

1 0. (Original) The method according to claim 9, further comprising the stq)s 

of: 

acquiring the first limitation information for the camera apparatus via the 
netwc ik; and changmg the first limitation information of the camera apparatus via the netwoik. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1 , further 

comprising: 

a controller- arranged to control m e ono for oontrolUc tg an action of the camera 
apparatus and instructing said manager managing -meaHg to enter or delete registration of said 
cames-a q>paratus in or ftom the first management infonnation; and 

an operating section, arranged to request me ana for requ e otiiifi said controller 
oontn>l m e a aa to permit remote operation of the camera ^aratus via the networic in accordance 
with i i designation from a user and tbe management information. 

12. (Currendy Amended) The system according to claim 11, wherein said 
operating section meads is also for obtaining registration information indicating a registration 
state of a camera apparatus contained in the management information via the network^ and for 
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m5trui;tmg said manager manoging o aeaBB via the network to change the first management 
infoniiatioii of the register^ camera apparatus to change the limitation information. 

13. (Original) The method according to claim 8, wherein when a plurality of 
camet a apparatuses are connected to a terarinal connected to the network, the plurality of camera 
apparttuses can be grouped and ttie first limitation information can be set in units of gro\q>s. 

14. (Origmal) The method according to claim 8, whraein the first limitation 
information is set for each user of a terminal connected to the network. 

15 . (Original) The method according to claim 14, wherein the users can be 
grouped and the first limitation information can be set in units of groups. 

16. (Original) The method according to claim 15, wherein a plurality of 
acces-; modes having different first limitation information can be set and one of the plurality of 
acces ;t modes can be selected for the user group. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the first 
management information contains providing information which nidicates peratiission/prohibition 
for receiving an image provided by the camera apparatus for each user, and said manft g a 
msm gingmoQnfl manages sending an image provided by the camera apparatus to the user based 
on th>^ providing information. 

18. (Cuirently Amended) The system according to claim 1 , wherein the first 
management information contains providing information wluch indicates penoaission/prohibition 
for rc ceiving sound provided by a microphone equipped for the camera apparatus for each user* 
and s aid manager monagngm ems manages sending sound provided by the microphone to the 
user based on the providing information. 
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19, (CunentJy Amended) A control system controlling a camera apparatus 

which is operated via a network wbetre the operation is at least one of panning, tilting and 

zoom ing of the camera apparatus, comprising: ^ 

an output section, arranged to output m e ans for outputting a current image 

acqiii) ed by the camera apparatus to at least one user via the netwoifc; 

a manager arranged to manage managing moonfl for manag jftg first and second 
mana^jement infomiation stored in a table ^ere the first management infbmiation defines limits 
of the operation for each user and the second management information indicates whether or not 
the camera apparatus is operated by a user; and 

a controller, arranged to control moons for oontrolliixg an action of the camera 
^paratus within the limits of the operarion via the network corresponding to the user \^o 
recei^ es the current image and requires the operation, 

wherein said contfoU^ control m e onfl permits a user^ who is not limited from 
performing operation by tiie first management information^ to operate the camera apparatus and 
receiv e the current image if the second management information indicates that the camera 
^aiatus is not being operated by another user» 

and said controller oontrol moona prohibits the user to operate the camera 
jq)paiatus, and peimits the user to have access to the camera apparatus for receiving the current 
imagts if the second management mfbraiation indicates that the camera apparatus is operated via 
the nistwork by another user. 
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20, (Cuirently Amended) A control ^aratus coatrollii^g a camera 

compiising; 

a cotttioller T arran ^d to control rn e onfl for oontrolliiiB an action of a connected 
cam^ a based on a received signal which requires operation of the connected camera throu^ a 
oetwc rk where the operation is at least one of panning, tilting and zooming, and 

a manager, arranged to manage managing moonp for managing the action of the 
connected camera based on first and second management information stored in a table where the 
first management information indicates limitation of the operation for each user and the second 
mana.jeoxent information indicates whether or not the camera apparatus is operated by a user, 

wherein said manager managing mefflas permits a user, who is not limited from 
peifoiimng operation via the network by the first management information, to operate the camera 
apparatus and receive a current image acquired by the camera apparatus if the second 
mana.^ement information indicates that the camera apparatus is not being operated by another 
user, 

and said manager monnging -meaiB prohibits the user to operate the camera 
apparatus, and permits the user to have access to the camera ^paratus for receiving a current 
imag(5 acquired by the camera apparatus if the second management information indicates that the 
camera s^aratus is operated via the network by another user. 

2L (Currently Amended) A control apparatus controlling a camera 

comprising: 

a controller^ arranged to control moono for controlling an action of a cormected 
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camera based on a received signal which requires operation of the connected camera through a 
n^ork^ the operation being at least one of panning, tilting and zooming; 

an output section, arranged to output m o ana for oulputtinB a ctirrent image 
acqui) ed by the connected camera to at least one user via the networic; 

g innTiap ri!^, arranged to manage managing moono for managing first and second 
mana,: jement infomiation stored in a table where ttie first management information defines limits 
of the operation for each user and the second management information indicates whether or not 
the cc nnected camera is operated by a user; and 

a controller, arranged to control moano for controlling an action of the connected 
camei*a within the limits of the operation via the network corresponding to the user who receives 
the current image and requires the operation^ 

wherein said controller control m esaB pemiits a user* who is not limited Scorn 
performing operation by the first management information, to operate the connected camera and 
recei^'e the current image if the second management infonnation indicates that the connected 
camera is not hmog operated by another user, 

and said controller control m e onp prohibits the user to operate the camera, and 
permits the user to have access to the camera for receiving the current image if the second 
management information indicates that the camera is operated via the network by another user. 

22. (Original) A control method for a camera apparatus which is operated via 
a nervork where the operation is at least one of panning, tilting and zooming of the camera 
appai^atus, comprising the step of: 
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outputting a current image acquired by the camera ^aratus to at least one user 

via tho network; 

managing first and second management information stored in a table where the 
first management information defines limits of the operation for each user and the second 
mana;|ement information indicates whether or not the camera apparatus is operated by a user, and 

controlling an action of the camera apparatus within the limits of the operation via 
the n€ twork corresponding to the user who receives the current image and requires the operation, 

wherein in the controlling step, a user, who is not limited fix>m performing 
operadon by the first management information, is permitted to operate the camera ^aratus and 
receive the current image if the second management information indicates that the camera 
q>par atus is not being operated by another user, and the user is prohibited to operate the camera 
apparatus, and is permitted to have access to Ae camera apparatus for receiving the current image 
if the second management information indicates ttiat the camera apparatus is operated via the 
netw< ^k by another user. 

23. (Previoxisly Presented) A control apparatus for controlling a camera 
conni)Cted to said c^axatus, comprising: 

a controller, arranged to control an action of the camera based on a received signal 
whic}i require an operation of the camera; and 

a memory, arranged to store first management information which indicates 
limit ition of operation of the camera for each user and second information which indicates 
whetlier the camera is operated by a user or not, 
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wherein said controller pennits a user, who is not limited from performing 

operation via a network by the first management information, to operate ttie camera and receive a 
cuneiit image acquired by the camera if the second management information indicates that the 
camel a is not being operated by another uaer« and 

said controller prohibits the user to opCTate the camera, and pennits the user to 
have iicoess to the camera for receiving a current image acquired by the camera if the second 
mana.i|ement information indicates that the camera is operated via the netwoik by another user. 

24. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the 
operation of the camera inchides at least one of panning, tilting or zooming operation of the 
camei-a. 

25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the 
first management information includes a range of the operation of the camera for each user. 

26. (Previously Presented) The apparatus according to claim 23, wherein the 
first management information can be set in a unit of groups including plural users. 

27. (Currently Amended) A control method of controlling a camera based on 
first management infonnatian which indicates limitation of operation of the camera for each user 
and second information which mdicates whether the camera is operated by a user or not, 
comprising the steps of: 

permitting a user, who is not limited firom performing operation via a network by 
the fi rst management information, to operate the camera and receive a current image acquired by 
the cmiera if the second management information indicates that the camera is not being operated 
by ax^other user, and 
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prohibiting the user to opeiute the camera, and pennitting pem^ti^g the user to 

have iiccess to the camera for receiving a current image acquired by ttie camera if the second 

maoa;^;ement information indicates that the camera is operated via the network by another user. 

28, (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 27, wherein the 
operadon of fhe camera includes at least one of panning, tilting or zooming operation of the 
camei^ 

29. (Previously Presented) The method according to claun 27, wherein the 
first rianagement information includes a range of the operation of the camera ftrr each user. 

30, (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 27, wherein the 
first management information can be set in a unit of groups including plural users. 

31. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising a 
computer readable medium storing a computer program code, for a control method of controlling 
a camera based on first management information which indicates limitation of operation of the 
camei'a for each user and second information which indicates whether the cam^a is operated by a 
user cr not, comprising process procedure code for: 

permitting a user, who is not limited from perfimning operation via a network by 
the fi:i-st management information, to operate the camera and receive a current unage acquired by 
the Ccimera if the second management information indicates that the camera is not being operated 
by another user; and 

prohibiting the user to operate the camera, and permitting pcrmiting the user to 
have access to the camera for receiving a current image acquired by the camera if the second 
management information indicates that the camera is operated via the network by another user, 
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32. (Previously Presented) Theprodurt according to claim 31, wherein the 

operaiion of the camera includes at least one of panning, tilting or zooming operation of the 
camcia. 

33. (Previously Presented) The procedure according to claim 31, wherein the 
firet B wn^anent information Includes a range of the operation of the camera for each user. 

34. (Previously Presented) The procedure according to claim 31, wherein the 
first Dianagement information can be set in a unit of groups including plural users, 

35. (New) A control apparatus for controlling a camera connected to said 
apparatus, comprising: 

a controller, arranged to control an action of the camera based on a received signal 
which requires an operation of the camera; and 

a memory, arranged to store first management information which indicates 
limitiLtion of operation of the camera for each user and second management information which 
indicates whether the camera is operated by a user or not, 

wherein said controller pemiits a user, who is not limited flrom performing 
operation via a network by the first management information, to operate the camera and receive a 
current image acquired by the camera if the second management information indicates that the 
camera is not being operated by another use, and 

said controller prohibits the user to operate the camera, and permits the user to 
have access to the camera for receiving a current image acquired by the camera if the second 
management information indicates that the camera is operated via the network by another user. 
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36. The apparatus according to claim 35, wherein the operation of the camera 

mcluces at least one of pamiing, tilting and zoomiiig operation of the camera. 

37- (New) The apparatus aixording to claim 35, wherein the first management 
infoxraation includes a range of the operation of the camera fer each user» 

38. (New) The q>paratus according to claim 35, wherein the first management 
infonaation can he set in a unit of group including plural users. 

39. (New) A control method of Gontxolling a camera based on first management 

infonaation which indicates limitation of operation of the camera for each iiser and second 
mana.iement information which indicates whether the camera is operated by a user or not, 
comp rising the. steps of: 

permitting a user, who is not limited iiom performing operation via a network by 
the fit-st management mformation, to operate the camera and receive a current image acquired by 
the cjimera if the second management information indicates that the camera is not being operated 
hy another user, and 

prohibiting the user to operate the camera, and pecmiting the vlscx to have access 
to the camera for receiving a current image acquired by the camera if the second management 
infon nation indicates that the camera is operated via the network by another user. 

40. (New) The method according to claim 39, wherein the operation of the 
camera mcludes at least one of panning, tilting and zooming operation of the camera. 

41 . (New) The method according to claim 39, wherein the first management 
infontiation includes a range of the operation of the camera fior each user. 
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42. (New) The method according to claim 39, wherein the first management 

infoirtiation can be set in a unit of grotip inchiding plural users. 

43. (New) A computer program pioduct stoi^ on a computer readable medium 
conq)tising computer program code, for a control method of controlling a camera based on first 
mana gement information which indicates limitation of operation f the camera for each user and 
second management infomiation which indicates whether the camera is operated by a user or not, 
said raetbod comprising the steps of. 

permitting a user, who is not Umited fiom performing operation via a networlc by 
the fij-st management information, to operate the camera and a receive a current image acquired 
by th« ; camera it the second management information indicates that the camera is not being . 
opera ted by another user; and 

prohibiting the user to operate the camera, and permitting the user to have access 
to the camera for receiving a current image acquired by the camera if the second management 
infon nation indicates (hat the camera is operated via the network by another user. 

44. (New) The product according to claim 43, wherein the operation of the 
camera includes at least one of panning, tilting and zooming operation of the camera. 

45. (New) The procedure according to claim 43, wherein the first rnanagement 

infon nation includes a range of the operation of the camera for each user. 

46. (New) The procedure accordiiig to claim 43, wherein the first nianagcment 

information can be set in a unit of group including plural users. 
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